Norine Messer - Port Alberni, British Columbia

Please see the attached document as the Alberni Environmental Coalition's final submission for the
comment period around Version 7 or the d'AIR for the Raven Underground Coal Project. This
submission focuses on the AEC's well-informed opposition to the Raven Underground Mine and the
establishment of Port Alberni as a coal port. This submission is based on the comments made by

our experts, as well as research reviews and a survey done by AEC members.

The AEC members and the experts hired through CEAA Participant Funding have put much time,
effort and resources into a review of the documents released around this project. We trust that the
information and recommendations provided in our 7 submissions will be given the same

consideration.

Please contact us if you have any questions, or if you require any assistance finding references cited

in any of the AEC Submissions.
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The Mine:

“Sustalirable development means developeoent that meets B necds
af the present withont compromising the abilite of e
generalions fo meel heir own reeds, " - Awditer General Act, Canada

The Alberma Environmental Coalition (AEC) will start this submission by
stating opposition 1o the Raven Coal Mine, It i3 obvious from comiments
made al the three recent public meetings, as well as [rom on-line
submassions Gt there 15 greal concem and opposition o this mime.  The
enormous environmemal onpact of the propesed mine site 5 unacceplable,
Among the most serious concems that has been identificd is a potential for
acid mine drainage from exposed and waste rock during the mining process.
Taxic effluent leached from rocks can inclide arsenic, cadmium, chromim,
copper, lead, mercury, selemum and zine.

The people of Vancouver Island and surmounding Istands do net want this
project to proceed. [t goes against peoples” vision for the Island. This
proposed mine threatens olher thriving sectors of the economy such as
touwrism and shellfish agquaculiure. This project alse has ihe potential io
impact health, food security and water quality. The damatic negative
etfects of this proposed project on human health and well being far outweigh
the benefits. This project should not be allowed o proceed.,

“Coal polltants affect all mafor bedy organ sysiems and
cantriluite to fonr of the five leading causes of morgalipy i the L
& hwar disease, camcer, stroke, and chronfe lower respiraiory
dizeases. This concluslon emerges from owr veassessment of the
widely recopmized health Pweats from coal. Each step of the coxl
lijecvele—mining, iransportation, washing, combustion,  and
disposing of post- combustion wastes—impacts hman health, ™
- Physicians Tor Social Responsibility, Coal’s Assault on Human Health,
Nowember, 2009,



The Coal Port:

The proponemt of proposed Raven Underground Coal Mine necds (o
research and select a different location for the overseas shipping of itz coal
product.  As you can s¢e from our previous submissions from our expens
Joun Kuvek, Socio-economic, Bermnadette Wylon, Air Ouality and Tom
Okey, Manne ad Ecology, Port Albemi faces many unigue envirenmental
and social challenges that will be magnified if this project iz allowed 1o
proceed as proposed.  Within the dmfl AR and EIS Guadelines, Port Albermi
15 treated like am aftertboughl and gven very ltle attention.  In many cases
Port Albermi and the Alberma Valley are not even identified as Local Study
Areas.  This illustrates that Compliance Energy and the Comox Joint
Ventures have little regard for our comimumity. It is obvious that Port
Alberni residents are being treated like second-class citizens without proper
consideration.  The Albermi Environmental Coalition suggests that if this
project 15 allowed to procecd an alternatrve shipping route must be
cstablished.

Rational:

This project would intlict undo harm and hardship on Port Albemni and
surmounding communities.  The proposal fo ship coal from an in-town
location, with residential housing within 30 meters, is unacceplable and
unheard of in Consda.  Massive amounis of coal cannol be trucked and
shipped mght through the beart of our community, through long established
residential and retail commercial neighbourhoods with no regard. Most Coal
Ports (Westshore and Ridlev) are not located in such close proximity to
domestic residences.

The accumulated effects of commeodities based economy in Pont Albermni
must be considered.  This proposal canmot go forward withoul considering
the human impact. Port Alberni 15 a very valnerable commumty struggling
to realize a vision of a future with a diverse and sustainable economy. This
is seen as necessary for the health of owr community. The following
statistics for our ebectoral district illestrate this:
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As you can sec Porl Albemi faces some sertous social issues that must be
looked at when considering the impact of the proposed project.  The AEC
suggests that the reality and stigma of having & coal port and coal-trucking
route in e centre of the community would cause enormous and wnds harm
to Port Albemi and compound existing social 1ssues with litthe 1o no gun.

At the Public mecting regarding Raven Underground Coal on June 2™, AEC
Pamticipant Coordinator, Morine Messer was asked to subinit the preliminary
results of the door-te-door survey that we are doing as part of researching
the Soci-economic mpacts of this projeel.  AEC members and other
volunteers m the community hove been doing a door-to-deor survey asking
residents it they are aware of the project and it they support or oppose the
establishment of a ¢oal port in Port Albermi. We have also set up booths in
the community at public events that would draw a cross section of the
community meluding the Family Fun Fair at the High School amnd the
Saturday Market at the Harbour Quay. The survey 15 intentionally designed
te be umbdased and volunteers are instructed not to give an opinion on the
project,  People for and against the project are encowraged to make
comments, Thus far over 400 people have completed the survey.

Preliminary results indicate that 73% of those canvassed are opposed the
proposal,  Thirleen percent support the proposal and another 14% are
undecided, Basically, the vast majonity of community members oppose Port
Albermi as ihe iransporation route for Reven Coal. The survey asked if
people were aware of the proposed project amd then if the supported the
project.  People surveyed were also asked their top reason for being in
support or oppasition to the Raven underground Coal Project.  Most people
gave more than one reason.

Bost people were aware of the proposed project. In order, the top reasons
that people hove given for opposing the project melude:

1. Owerall Environmental Impacts

2. Transporiatien concerns including increased traflic, hazards, safety
and road maintenamee md cloggimg up the only availuble
iramsporiation route in and eut of Port Alberni.

. Effects on Air Qualitys Coal Dust

. Health Impacts on local residents

. Mot economically viable/ secessaryy sustainable for our community

Mot enough jobs

(=T



7. Water Quality

8. Decline in Tourism

9. Doees not £it with the community vision for Port Albermi

1L The praject will Lt economie oppertumity for the community
1 1. Mot an appropriate location

12.Decrense in Property YValwe

Most people who supported the project gave job creation as the reason for
supporting the projest and most who were undecided did not know enough
ahout the projeet o hove formed an opimion.  Only 5% of those surveved
mndieated that they would support the project if it were transported by rail.
OF the 33 businesses separately surveved thus far, 61% are opposed, 21%
support the project amd 13% are undecided, Tle vast majority of individuals
aiid business oppose this project.

The draft AIR makes no reference to the sccumulnted effects of potential
subsequent coal mining on Vancouver Island.  If Port Albemi were 1o
become the transshipment port it would be the roule chosen for any
shipment of coal mined on Vancowver Island. It only makes sense that any
future coalmines would use this transporiation roule and storage’ shipping
facilitics once established.  This must be looked at from an envirommental
and socio-seonomic perspective.

Complionee Coal Corporation’s Bear and Anderson Lake holdings, as well
o5 other possible coalmines owned by others who would potentially ship
coal via Port Alberni must be considered. The accumulated effects of
subsequent coalmines could make thizs a much bigger project for Port
Albermi, with many millions of tons of coal shipped owt of Port Alberni
annually instead or 1 or 2 million. Ouwr Socic-economic, Air Quality and
Marine/ FEeology experts hod wverv wvalid concems aboul the social,
environmental and health impacts of this project o= proposed.  What would
the sccumulated mmpacts of mere mines be?  What would this ook like on
existing transportation routes? What would this mean for Vancowver [sland?
What would this mean for the community of Port Albemi? Would ihe heart
of our community be coversd in black conl dust? 1s this oo much of o
burden for Port Alberni and surrounding communitics?

By changing the character of it shipments from lumber and logs to dirty
coal, the Port Alberni Port Authority would be breaking itz “Social License™



with the commumity of Port Alberni.  Should this kick off a separate
assessment?

Declines in local real estate values due to having a coal port in town may
lead the Proponent and the Port Albermi Port Authority open to class action
lowsuils from devalued property owners.  Should the ability of these
organizations to compensate citizens for damages be assessed and
considered? Will residents be compensated?

Coal dust will be penerated st this Geility by coal haul trucks, sceumulations
from spillage, leakage, accidental discharge, technology fatlures, human
crror, and entrainment during transpont from mine site ele. Coal dust will
likely be carried into residential neighbourbomds by air movement, OFT most
concern is fine particulate matter. The obwvious and documented air quality
ond health concerns from coal dust generated from hauling, unloading trucks
and loading ships m a residential neighbowrhood make the proposed
trucking, storage and shipping route unacceptable.

The Raven Underground Coal Project is already causing many cilizens of
Port Alberni a greal amount of stress and sirain. The project is not necessary
for our community. It gocs against the vision and values of the community.
For this reason alome, the “no means No™ must be aceepled as a lepitimate
expression that the public vision does pot include a coal port. This should be
recognized in the dAIR, section & and 7. Individuals, businesses and
organtzations are working hard 1o create a more posilive image and o
brighter fuure for Port Alberni. For example the Rotary Club and countless
volunteers are working to develop an Argyle Street Arts District that leads o
the Harbour CQuay. The proposed transporiation route would have coal
trucked might through the Arts District amd right by the Harbour Quav a
tourist area where the local Saturday Market happens weekly. This project
canned be allowed (o proceed as proposed with no regard to such commundty
initiatives and plans.

Known ioxic bottom sediments would be disiurbed by dredging er propeller
wash from large vessels. Keeping them out of aquatic environment and Good
chain is imperative. Please see comments included in ABEC submission #6 on
this and other isswes that may not have been covered by our experts’
subimissions,



The potential impact of natural disasters such as a tsunami and earthquake
and’ or ndustrial aceidents’ spills on the waters of Barkley Sound and the
Alberni Inlet and on agricultural lands, The proposed mine and coal export
terminal are 1o be located in an active earthquake zone, the progosed coal
termunal will be i a known Gunmomi cone. Port Alberm has boen hit by
Gsumumis in the pust. Experts say that it s o matter of when, not if a tsunami
will hat again, The Barkley Sound arca coastline 15 known as the Graveyvard
of the Pacific, The threat of coal ships neming aground is a real. These
factors create a level of nsk that makes the Raven proposal unacceptable,

What 15 the possibility of coal fire and explosion nisk at storage and loading
facility that will be so close to howses?

The Soinas sockeve fun is one of the strongest salmon funs left in British
Columbia. These Osh are considered 1w be the lifeblood of the Albermi
Walley by many. Port Alberni was just voled Canada’s Ultimate Fishing
Town. The commereial and sport salmon fishery from local salmon runs
provide jobs and value to the local economy. The imporiance of salmen io
the local First Nation cultere and their communities is bevond fnancial
queantification. How will ceal dispersed into the marine environment affect
juvenile salmon when they are most vulnerable? The d°AIR and EISG make
no mention of the Somas salmon run

As vou can see from the above considerations, storing and shapping coal oul
of the centre of Port Albemi is notl an acceplable or viable option for the
Raven Underground Coal Mine or for poiential future conlmines.  Another
route must be chosen.




